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seeking with a wise moderation and a due regard for the
conditions of historical development to reform society, or,
if necessary, to alter its whole constitution. It rescues social
structures from the hazards of their mode of origin and
adapts them to its own plans, which are guided by the moral
purposes of the whole. Society as such lives in the present:
but the State is absorbed in the problems of the future, and
thus enlists the more transitory forces of social life in the
service of enduring ends. It must therefore direct its atten-
tion chiefly to the support of all those bonds of association
and union among individuals which tend to further a neces-
sary division of labour and the participation of citizens in
the general objects sought by the State. And it must seek
to obviate all those forms of friction between social classes
that operate to retard the moral functions of the whole.

4. THE  STATE  AS  AN  ASSOCIATION   FOR   THE
ADVANCEMENT OF CULTURE.

In the tasks that the State has to perform for society its
most powerful aid is intellectual culture, whose guidance it
recognises to be one of its most important duties. It thus
serves in the first instance the needs of the present, by
seeking to enable every citizen to pursue his calling, to look
out for his rights as a citizen, and to fulfil his duty towards
the whole. At the same time it directs its care toward the
future. It tries to better the social position of the lower
classes by working for their intellectual elevation, and thus
to compensate for the distinctions between social classes, so
far as such a result is desirable, and in accord with the
demands of legal and moral equality and of the harmonious
moral co-operation of all social elements.

Nowhere is the supremacy of the State's moral function